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In today's sermon, I am hoping to show you the corollary between faith and doing good works. And in order for me to do so, I am going to start with a big word; MANIFESTATION. Rhymes with infestation but this is a good word, trust me. Infestation is what relatives and friends do to your house at Thanksgiving; they come when your house is nice and clean and leave it a complete mess. 

Manifestation is when something appears, materializes, usually as a demonstration or act. In the bible, and on those ghost hunter shows, manifestations and materializations happen to bring awe to the viewer. We are just going to stick with the bible if thats Ok with you.

Romans 8:16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 
if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the MANIFESTATION of the sons of God. 

1 Corinthians 12:3 Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 
And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. But the MANIFESTATION of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.

And from 2 Corinthians 4: 1 Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not; But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by MANIFESTATION of the Truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 
The word is like a glorious presentation with fanfare and applause. You'll notice that when the bible is translated to this word, it will involve the appearance of God's glory. The greatest manifestation of course is the appearance of God Himself. God's children had seperated themselves from Him and the only way He could save them is to become one of them. There was no one else who could intercede anymore. He wasn't sending angels to do His work for Him, He wasn't sending prophets to speak for Him, and He wasn't going to let His people down without a fight. 
So God sent His only Son, and manifests Himself in human form; to be the only man-God, God-man. Where man could approach heaven and God could approach man. His entrance was for the only purpose of rescuing His children. To bring man back in the fold, Jesus as a man doing His Father's works. 
Last week we spoke about being neighborly, Jesus' Big Picture. And that if we love the Father and trust in His word, we have no choice but to give of ourselves. That's exact;y what Jesus was doing. He came to us to do good works and show us by example. Here we see the manifestaation of good works. Our Lord, as a sign of His love for the Father performs miracles and wonders, saving thousands of followers at a time. They watched Him in awe and wanted to know God. Thats what its all about. 
Jesus didn't need faith. He is the Son of God and sits at His right hand. He didn't need to be convinced to believe or reminded to mind His manners. He doesn't need to study like we do, although He did as a child with the other children. He is God! Where we beg for mercy and challenge our faith, He gives us His grace and the Holy Spirit.
From Acts 2:2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the SPIRIT gave them utterance. 
Her we have the manifestation of the Holy Spirit entering in a mighty wind to where the disciples were gathering and changed them in a moment. From that day, they were changed. Now they have a permanent passenger onboard and they are on their way to do "Acts". To follow in our Lord's footsteps as they should have. Where they sat around a table doubting their faith, they were hit by the Spirit and transformed. 
This is where the corrolary begins. With the Spirit comes faith, and with faith comes acts or works. Works is not something forced or uncomfortable. It is something we can make appear; the manifestation of faith. When we love God and want to show Him our faith to glorify His name, works appears. Its our outward act of faith. As Jesus was the mainifestation of love and God, our works is the manifestation of our faith.  
James 2:14 What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him? 
15 If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 
16 And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? 
17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 
18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. 
19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. 
20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without WORKS IS DEAD? 
21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? 
22 Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? 
Also realize that this verse from James describes faith, not salvation. It asks us that if we have faith in God but do nothing with it, will it be enough to save us? If we study God and pray to God and He does wonders within ourselves, but do nothing with it, are we following Jesus' example? If we do not do as Jesus asks, will we be saved? Is to just believe enough? James is not questioning man's salvation, but the definition of faith. Faith is not just about believing in God when you can't see Him, but rather an act of trusting and obeying. Faith is synonomous with love. 
We love others and do good works towards them because of our faith. A man without faith would say "How can there be a God, when there is so much evil in the world?" But a faithful man would say "How can there be no God, when there is so much good in the world?"
Titus 3 makes it clear: 5 NOT BY WORKS of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;
So we know we are going to be saved because we love God and He has infinite mercy and grace that saves unworthy souls. But do we have enough faith to manifest itself into works? I believe that not all charitable acts are for everyone. I do not see myself in a far away country but if God wants me there, He will put me there. You may not like visiting hospitals or do clerical work for the church; whatever the act may be, God knows your talent and will send you to do what is in your sould to do.
God said to Moses in Exodus 3: 12 And he said, Certainly I will be with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, that I have SENT thee: When thou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain. 

Acts 13:47 For so hath the Lord COMMANDED us, saying, I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles

 

I pray the Holy Spirit is alive in each of us and that by our faith we want to glorify God through charitable gifts, and by our example, a lost soul asks for the Spirit to enter him as well.
