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Did you ever realize that the bible is full of stories where the main character we are reading about has some sort of problem getting along with another character? Moses, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob; and the list goes on. Obviously, these are in the bible to teach us something. Overcoming the obstacles that life's going to hand us and all the while, trusting in our dear Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. But have you ever wondered what our lives would be like now if those men and women just got along? 
If Esau said to Jacob "Hey, no worries! Go ahead and get that blessing from Dad." 
Or if Cain said to Abel, "Nice job Abel. Can you show me how you did that so well?" 
I can't imagine God's point would have come across so well if Pharoah said to Moses "Sure, you can leave. Drive safe!"
Or how about when Jesus was in front of the Pharisees when they tell Him, "Wow, you changed our ways! Why don't you lead the Jews and we'll step aside."
Every where we go, there will be confrontations. There will be people we will never get along with and some we just won;t like. There's nothing new under the sun here. However, we are not going to get very far leading people to Christ if we pass them by and only talk to people we like. It would be easy ministering to people just like us. 
 I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Matthew 10:16
How are you going to stop fighting with your spouse or kids. And have you tried to get along with that person at work that just bugs the heck out of you? If you have to work withpeople you don't like, you're not going to like going to work. Then what are you going to do? 
Have you ever caught yourself avoiding being nice to someone? We all have. "Oh theres Bob from the office. I can't stand him. I can't even go shopping without seeing him. I am going to walk three aisles away so I won't see him. He'll probably want to say hello or something." 
You see we've got two parts of our body that keep us from getting along with people. Our mouth and our head. 
We could talk all day about the trouble our mouth gets us in. I don't know about you, but there are days I just can't say anything right. It sounded good in my head but as soon as it comes out, its too late. Proverbs is an excellent source of material for the errors of our mouth. Lets take a lesson from Proberbs 17:
27 The one who has knowledge uses words with restraint, 
   and whoever has understanding is even-tempered. 
 28 Even fools are thought wise if they keep silent, 
   and discerning if they hold their tongues. 
Or how about Proberbs 10:
19 Sin is not ended by multiplying words, 
   but the prudent hold their tongues
Use less words! Stop talking! If it was only that easy. Do you ever just go on and on trying to drive your point home. What do you think the person you're talking to is doing? Most likely humming "The Girl From Imponema" in their head. And here's something that helps: why don;t we talk louder and maybe even throw in a sarcastic tone? Yeah that will work.
And our heads...our thoughts deceive us on a regular basis. Have you ever thought that people talk about you? Maybe they are looking by you at sonething but you think they are looking at you. And what do we think about those people who we imagine are thinking terrible things about us? We hate them! We don't even know for sure that its happening but we let our imaginations run away with ourselves and go in to defense mode. Ruins your day, doesn't it?
Have you ever heard of the concept of the horse and rider? Imagine a jockey on his horse, racing down the track. Or a coboy or girl riding the range on Trigger. Ever wonder who is really driving? Sure the rider may steer every once in a while, but how many times is the horse on control and the rider has little or nothing to do with moving along.
Let me give you an example of what I mean. Ever go for a drive and about a half hour into it you stop and think, "How did I get here?" I honestly have spells of driving that I can't remember the houses I drove by or the road signs...nothing. Sounds scary I know. I wasn't driving, the horse inside me was. Here's another one...I can't get up at 4:30 in the morning, almost asleep yet still make a pot of coffee and make my way to the shower. 
We have trained our inner horse to do a lot of things for us that we either don;t realize or have gotten so use to it that we just get through life on cruise control.
We are that way with our moods, and our tone of voice, and the way we avoid certain people. Its a bad habit! After a while, the way you carry yourself is just cruise control. Proverbs 22:17 says:
Pay attention and turn your ear to the sayings of the wise; apply your heart to what I teach,
 You must pay attention. The Lord says to pay attention to His words so you may learn. Pay attention to His laws so you can obey. The other day in bible study we read in Isaiah: 
You have seen many things, but you pay no attention; your ears are open, but you do not listen.
We must stop ourselves in our tracks and understand the way we speak to people and the way we accuse, gossip, or malign others. Thats not the Christian way.
In my line of work, we actually have behavioral tests that we give out so that by the employee's answers, we can understand how to teach them, and how to get the most out of them. From answering 40 questions, we can understand what they like, what they don't like. Its all come down to a math equation. 
The bottom line is that we have to get to know each other. How can we possibly get to know someone well enough unless we can break the gaps in communication and find out what they really want to hear. Take Jesus for instance. How can we possibly learn from Him unless we know Him. We have to get off the horse thats driving us and learn from Him. Its the only way we can know Him so we know what He like and what He dislikes.
So why don't we do another exercise while we're at it and if there is someone you know that you have been avoiding or find it hard to get to know, try saying something nice to them. Last verse from Proverbs: 
Worry is a heavy burden, but a kind word always brings cheer.
