The Return Of The Return Of The King

In today’s reading, we learn that Samuel tries to keep his business in the family. His two sons are not exactly qualified to be judges like Samuel, however. In fact they are disgraceful, untrustworthy, and did the opposite of what judges are supposed to do – perverting justice.

But when the elders of Israel complain to Samuel about his sons, they decide that maybe its time for a king. A judge in those days, men and women like Sampson, Deborah, and Samuel, were the leaders. And that’s as far as anyone got. Surrounding nations like the Canaanites, Philistines, Moabites, and Ammonites, had kings and they were successful. They certainly were advanced in the areas of war and riches. And the leaders of Israel were tired of the skirmishes and attacks from their neighbors so, as human nature would have it, coveted the neighbor’s way of life and wanted that for themselves. This was the solution to their problems.

The only problem is, that’s not what Israel was about. Israel was more patriarchal, if that’s a even a word. What I mean is that since Abraham, fathers have raised a family, literally, a nation in the eyes of the Jews. Abraham’s sons formed the twelve tribes of Israel, and each of those tribes were mini-nations inside the nation of Israel. But altogether, they were under one Father, God. 

He was the undisputed leader. This form of government was based on faith and trust in the Father to lead them, to give them the resources and the lands they deserved according to God’s grace. No man can do that. No man can be a provider, protector, justice, and everything a leader needs to be. 

From Matthew 6: 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 

From James 1:17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.

Samuel knows this. He tells the leaders they’re wrong. It’s faith in the Lord God that keeps them. Samuel prays to God and God answers. “Samuel its not you, it’s Me they don’t want”. Israel wants a king. They want to be like someone else and live like someone else. It was not in God’s plan to give Israel what they are looking for. Was it more powerful armies? Did they want to conquer other nations and gather more riches than they could spend? God said, “They don’t want Me as their king”. 

God and Samuel know that Israel doesn’t know the meaning of the word. The word “king” is nothing unusual. The Hebrew translation is not a word that opens a puzzle and answers bible questions. The word king is simply the leader of “kin”. But God the Father as our King was our spiritual leader as well as our source of all we need. He ruled on His throne to insure that we are kept safe. God would be the first to admit that His rule would not make anyone rich and powerful in earthly terms but He could guarantee that you would have more treasures in His home that you could count or spend. And that the power we have with God is strong enough to move mountains. 

God would not even have a word like king or kingdom but that’s the word that man knows so He uses it. Samuel tries to warn the Israelites what an earthly king really is. Unlike God, an earthly king is a taker, not a giver. He is a slave-master, not a savior. He will take what is yours and use it for his own good.

If you continued reading the following books in the bible after Saul, you see what happens. Saul was a lunatic and nearly destroyed the nation if it weren’t for David. David was a better king and Solomon may have even surpassed David in riches and advancement of Israel. But other nations cultures started to leak in. One bad war and there was captivity. Pagans ruled and with them came their pagan rituals nad the true strain of Israel was all but gone. 

But when you think that all that was Israel is gone, what does God always provide? A remnant. The children of David, the Davidian line, would meander through the books of the bible. 

From Matthew 1:17 Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Messiah. 

From original father of the twelve tribes, to a sheepherder who would be king, to a carpenter traveling to Bethlehem with his pregnant fiancé. In a very short 33 years, all the troubles that were caused because Israel thought man could run a nation were about to be taken on by a new King.

Take a look at what’s going on around us. As I always said, there is nothing new under the sun. The US has become a welfare nation where our tax dollars, that we can’t afford, are being used to supposedly help others who have nothing. Helping the needy was our job as Christians. It’s what Jesus told us to do! Now the needy don’t need us! And those who follow that form of government spend their time claiming that God is irrelevant. They want man to run our lives. And if the needy don’t need us, they don’t need God! And if they don’t need God, they do not follow God’s rules. And the downward spiral of immorality, selfishness, non-committal, and disobedience to even man’s law continues.

They say trusting in God is silly. They say we don’t need God to form our morals. Our elected officials and those who elect them think they know a better way we can live our lives. How’s that working? They can’t get along with themselves, how are they going to get along with us? Do you feel represented by our officials? DO they serve your needs? Do they provide equally and consistently?

Can you feel how Samuel felt? The nation of Israel once followed God’s laws. A man was just going to ruin it and he did. It got to the point where the holy and elected man of God, was no longer holy. And it was time for holiness to live among men again. It was time for the leader to return. Not just a king, but the King of kings; above all, Most High. It was time for a new leadership style; the old leadership style. Jesus came on the scene, true heir to the heavenly realm and because of his lineage with David, the true heir to the kingdom in the earthly realm. It was happening! A bridge between the holy and the unholy. A God-Man who was an example of devotion to our Lord God and yet still obedient to Mosaic law and Jewish culture. Absolutely perfect in all ways. 

Micah 5:1-2:

1 Marshal your troops, O city of troops, for a siege is laid against us. They will strike Israel's ruler on the cheek with a rod. 

2 "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for Me One who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times."

Jeremiah 23:5:

"The days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land.

Isaiah 9:7:

7 Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.

The King has returned. But He prefers you call him Brother. For you too will lead and reign with Jesus in heaven.
