Paul's letters to the Church of Corinth are the 2nd and third largest of all of Paul's writings in the bible. He spent a lot of time in Corinth and his experience there and the experiences of the church members are an important lesson about not only the goings on of a former house church, but of how we all live in a society together. 
To get the full feeling of Paul's emotions in regards to Corinth you need to know its history. Paul would not have even gone to Corinth if it weren't for a disagreement. He was traveling with Barnabas when they disagreed about the conversion of the Gentiles. They went their separate ways when divine intervention, the Macedonian vision,  brought Paul, Silas and Timothy to the cities in the area of Greece, Phillipi, Thessolinica and eventually Corinth.
Corinth had a strong political scene, especially after it was rebuilt by Caesar as a new government center after its first destruction. Already a thriving seaport being geographical on a corner of a peninsula with easy access to what is now modern day Turkey and Greece.
However it was rich in pagan history still from 1000 BC, complete with a statue and temple to Aphrodite. Corinth was filled with pagan sexual rituals, practices and perverted acts including a strong homosexual culture. 
Paul arrived and found fellow tentmakers Priscilla and Aquilla who let Paul stay in their home where they were completely converted. As normal, Paul preached to the Jews in the synagogue but also as normal, he was thrown out. He was allowed to continue his ministry in the home of Titus which was conveniently directly next door to the synagogue. 
Paul stayed in Corinth and with Titus, Priscilla and Aquilla, and even Crispus, the former leader of the synagogue and formed the Church of Corinth. His ministry lasted about 18 months and he left to continue his traveling and church planting.
Now while in Ephasus, Paul received word that the Corinthian church was divided. Members were starting to drift causing Paul to write 1 Corinthians (although the following passage sheds light on a possible letter before the 1 Corinthians letter).
1 Corinthians 5:9-11
5:9 I wrote you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people. 10 In no way did I mean the immoral people of this world, or the greedy and swindlers and idolaters, since you would then have to go out of the world. 11 But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who calls himself a Christian who is sexually immoral, or greedy, or an idolater, or verbally abusive, or a drunkard, or a swindler. Do not even eat with such a person.
 

The church had a bit of infighting and appears to have backslided into a sinful nature. Lets remember that the Church of Corinth had an extremely diverse membership for that time; Jews, Romans, Greeks, Gentiles, and Christians. Reading this letter, the Corinthians might have he was just writing of the church meaning all Christ believers in the world and not their church so he needed to change his words in this scripture clearly pointing the finger at them. 
 

Paul was telling them to remove themselves from others who will lead them astray, away from their repentful nature. Paul makes a desperate plea to return to the fold. Its tough living among sinners and not sin, isn't it? I admit, I struggle every day. I think we all do. And its not because sinning is more fun. My sins of my past were quite painful physically and emotionally. Sinning has regrets and burned bridges. 
 

Like the Corinthian Church though, they were surrounded by people who did not think they were sinning. They worshipped pagan gods with pagan rituals and that influence crept into the Christian church. Maybe they introduced statues, or maybe they changed the words they used to pray. 
 

But Paul ended 1 Corinthians with thanksgiving. Despite its pagan influence, the church was still strong spiritually and Paul encouraged them further, reminding them of the forgiving nature and grace of our Lord, Jesus
 

I heard a story of NYPD officer Adrian Schoolcraft. Schoolcraft was an 8 year veteran of the force at the time that his world was about to change. He entered the police academy very eager to serve and protect. Be a good cop. Work with good cops. Make a difference. He worked out of the 81st precinct where things were not what he imagined them to be. Morning meetings and directives by his commanding officer included manipulation, quotas, cover-ups and illegal activity. Files became missing, criminals mysteriously cleared, evidence was lost. 
 

Schoolcraft still believed in the idea of a good cop, which is why he started taping meetings and conversations. He blew the whistle and started an investigation of the 81st. Once when the tapes were discovered, he was arrested in his home on suspicion of being mentally ill to stain his name. But in the end, he left his job as a policeman and moved far away to live with his father to avoid the threats. But if you asked Schoolcraft, he still wants to be a cop. He believes in that community of good cops and their duty. He would not associate himself with crooked cops and fled to save his life and maybe to get away from that influence. 
 

In this world their are evil people. Their are also very good people who do sinful things. While we need to approach our fellow Christians with counseling and love when they need us, we also have to be on the lookout for a wolf among the sheep. In Pauls letter 2 Corinthians, our reading today spoke of the duty we have. To forgive those who are in a bad way temporarily. 
 

From 2 Cor 1: 3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.
 

You ever see one of those office toys, that ball game that you swing one or two silver balls and it pendulums to the balls at rest. Its called Newton's Cradle because it demonstrates Newton's third law of physics where every action has an equal and opposite reaction. Suddenly the force moves from the one ball that’s swinging in, hits the balls that are standing still, the motion goes through the balls at rest and moves the ball at the far end of the cradle. 
 

It is not enough for us to keep Jesus to ourselves. The action from Jesus that puts us in motion must be sent through others in the church or outside the church and put others in motion.
2 Corinthians 3 1 Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, like some people, letters of recommendation to you or from you? 2 You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known and read by everyone. 3 You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.  4 Such confidence we have through Christ before God. 5 Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from God. 6 He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant—not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 
We are the letters from Christ. We must do as he would have us do. This would be the ultimate praise to Him. We will comfort those among us and beyond us. We will forgive as a father would forgive his child and welcome them. But mostly we must understand that it is difficult to repent and live among sinners. Our letter is written in the Holy Spirit to be read by the human heart. So as we minister and influence others to repent, we will forgive. And as we have joy in rejoicing in the Lord, we will rejoice in forgiveness. The forgiveness He gives us and the forgiveness we give others. 
 

Not all will repent. Some will, some won't. But guaranteed, they both will struggle. We need to bring Christ closer to them so they see their lives as Jesus sees their lives. 
 

 

