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This weekend we take time to remember our men and women of the armed forces. Brave people who voluntarily joined to stand up for what is right. It takes a special kind of person to be able to do that. Thousands of them will experience dangerous action, while others will serve through their technical skills, and their minds. Still others will speak for those who cannot to be sure that these men and women have the support and equipment they need. In many ways, our men and women in uniform on land and sea, in offices or foxholes, give of their time and talents, and their lives. We salute you!
Its unfortunate that we even need a military. Life didn't begin that way. A peaceful garden and a plot of land with a family. Rivers and fruits suppied all we needed. No worries or cares, no anger or hate. No jealousy, or bullying. Just righteousness. Have you ever had a moment of just quiet peace. Maybe laying on a beach or in the middle of a field where all you hear are birds and a gentle breeze. If you are perfectly still, you can even hear the clouds whisper by. Thats what a world in peace would feel like.
But thats not our world. Our world is chaotic. And we need soldiers to keep the order. Soldiers from our country and from other countries who keep the peace. Just hold on to it for as long as we possibly can until something big happens. I am speaking of soldiers for Christ. We are the armies of the Lord here on earth as we will be in heaven. Becasue you see as our world reads the paper that tells the story of another country amassing weapons to attack, and how our soldiers around the world to fight that battle, the soldiers of Christ fight their battles. We have but one enemy, sin. But sin is strong enough to be all around us. If sin gets its legs, it can be nearly unbeatable. 
Nearly is good enough for the Lord. Our battles make us stronger in Him and He in us. He prepares us with His Word and gives us armour: 
Be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints...."  Ephesians 6:10-18
And why do we do what we do? For the same reason our soldiers do what they do. For the love of our neighbors. Jesus, quoting from Leviticus 19:18, had made this his second most important commandment immediately following loving the Lord our God. 

You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself:
Thats a pretty lofty commandment. All others behind it, although important, were not mentioned in the top two. Jesus made it perfectly clear. We do what we do for others without a thought of ourselves. For what satisfaction can we take in doing things for ourselves. Who would thank you? Are you going to thank yourself? You will earn no crown in heaven by pleasing yourself above all others. 
Soldiers of Christ disregard criticism from those who do not believe in war. Protesters do not agree with the casualties of war, and they should not. It is very sad to lose a loved one in a war especially one in another country. It is very sad to see a loved one lose the battle of sin as well. The battle may take too much from them and they may lose faith. Until one day, they will hold no more allegience our Leader, and we will have a lost child of God. But our soldiers fight the battles as we do so that we do not lose faith. So that we all stand together for patriotism or spiritualism and God willing it will hopefully be both.
Let us take a look at a familiar parable from Luke 10: 
30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii[c] and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ 
The expanded version of this parable helps to explain the rude behavior of the passerbys. The priest felt he had more important things to do for God such as rush off to another part of town to worship with others. That was his role. He justifies himself by convincing himself that God will take care of the poor man. His religious acts were more important. The Levite, who is a priest's assistant, has the same reaction. He is off to teach and learn his duties, and since he is not a doctor, he cannot help the man. Let God heal him. Remember, Jesus was directing this parable to the Jewish leadersSupposed men of God who know more about their religion than they do God's intent and command. They knew so much about the hundreds of laws that they did not know compassion. 
"Who is a neighbor?" the lawyer asks Jesus. In Greek, the word neighbor means "someone who is near". This isanyone in close proximity to you, your community, someone you know. But the Hebrew translation of neighbor is strictly "someone you have an association with". This leaves out strangers. Jews only had neighbors who they had an assoication with. This is very limiting for their compassion. Jesus specifically chose a Samaratin as the kind character because the Jews hated Samaratins. How is that for rubbing it in their face. He is saying that the lowly Samaratin is more compassionate than that of the Jewish leaders. And they could not deny i.
Jesus sure has a way to make you feel very ashamed of yourself. But this is His Big Picture. You got two things to know; love your God, and love your neighbor. Its not hard to remember. If you loved your God, really truly loved your , you would obey His Word and obey Jesus. By obeying Jesus, you promise to act as He would act. You would do as He would do. If you can do this, you woudl have no other choice than to love your neighbor. Sounds simple right?
So why do soldiers fight? Why do Christians constantly fight battles without ceasing, do charitable acts to others (strangers or loved ones), why do we bother to pray and worship? Because we follow God's laws. Not the 500 Jewish laws about sacrifice and stoning, certainly not religious right over compassion, but the law of doing as God would want us to do because we love Him. And by the way kids, listen to this part...your parents, like it or not, are trying to teach you that. Everything from cleaning your room to doing your chores and not hitting your sister, is to teach you to love God. If you respect the rules of kindness and helping others, you will understand God a whole lot better. So don;t talk back to your parents cause you're talking back to God.
The Big Picture is that we have to help each other in this world. Jesus did not tracel for three years teaching people to hoarde it all for themselves. He didn't teach them to give up your souls for instant gratification; that's what Satan was trying to convince Jesus of in the wilderness. Our world is supposed to be a calm and restful place. As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God.Psalm 42:1. That's a restful place. 
Today I ask you to first and foremost, remind yourself of neighborly love. And may it spread like a contagious beautiful flu. And secondly, remember our veterans, alive and dead, who sacrifice for us and for all oppression in this world. Jesus also said "there is no greater gift, than for a man to give of his life". We all have something in common. we give of our lives. We may not sling bullets but we feel the pain and hurt just as much.  We may not be tortured for political gain or for spiritual freedoms, but our brothers and sisters around the world suffer and we endure for them. 
 

And pray that this world, in our children's and grandhildren's lifetimes, become as peaceful as a deer at a stream or looking up at clouds.
