The Betrothed

With a wedding approaching, I had to research how to perform the marriage. In doing so, I found out quite a bit about Christian marriages. Traditions and ceremonies, that sort of thing.  

I also found out a little something about the correlation of Jesus’ 1st coming and His marriage to the church. I have said in sermons before that Jesus is in essence marrying the church. Taking the church to His home. The church is the bride and Jesus is the groom. And as today’s reading said, the bride is to be obedient to the groom. And Jesus will love the church as a husband is to love his wife. The wife is to be cleansed and pure as the church is cleansed and pure after baptism. 

But I found out quite a bit more once a I started getting deeper and deeper into the subject of marriage. Like the traditions of a Jewish wedding during the time of Jesus. 

Understanding ancient Jewish wedding practices makes the meaning of Scripture clear. The wedding is a picture of the covenant Jesus made and He reveals His plans to return for His bride, the church. The people of ancient Israel understood what Jesus was going to do because they understood the model of the wedding. 

This is why we fight for the definition of marriage to be God’s definition. I am not going to get political but protecting and supporting traditional marriage, is in fact supporting the church. I am going to show you why we cannot support marriage of any kind except between one man and one woman in the eyes of God.

Back to the ancient Jewish wedding. 

1) The covenant: When a man loved a women, he would bring the news of his love to the woman’s father. The two parties would actually discuss a price that would be paid for the woman’s hand. An example of this would be Jacob who worked for Rachel’s father Laban for 7 years for the honor of his daughters hand in marriage. The days of a dowry or even asking the father for his daughters hand in marriage is long gone in this country. I am sure there are still countries where that is still the tradition but the marriage decision has left the parents and is usually between just the bride and groom. Possibly because the age of people being married has increased. Careers have to be developed first or maybe just sowing the wild oats takes a bit longer than it used to in ancient Israel. 

Jesus paid the bride price with His life. At the last supper, when breaking bread, He spoke of the price He was paying when He said "...this is my body given for you..." Luke 22:20.
2) If the bride price was agreeable to the young woman's father, the young man would pour a glass of wine for the young woman. If the young woman drank the wine, it would indicate her acceptance of the proposal. At this point, the young man and young woman would be betrothed. Betrothal was legally binding, just like a marriage. The only difference was that the marriage was not yet consummated. A typical betrothal period was 1-2 years. During this time the bride and bridegroom each would be preparing for the marriage and wouldn't see each other.

As the bridegroom would pour a cup of wine for the bride to drink to seal the marriage contract, so Jesus poured wine for His disciples. Jesus sealed His promise to the church and then left to return at a later date to collect His bride.

3) Mikveh: The bride would next partake of a Mikveh, or cleansing bath. Mikveh is the same word used for baptism. To this day in conservative Judaism a bride cannot marry without a Mikveh.

The Mikveh, or baptism that Jesus provided for His bride was baptism in the Holy Spirit. On one occasion, while He was eating with them, He gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."Acts 1:4. Jesus ascended promising to returning but while He is gone and we wait for Him, we are to cleanse ourselves and be Filled with His wedding gift, the Holy Spirit through baptism. 

4) Preparing a place: During the betrothal period, the bridegroom would prepare a wedding chamber for the honeymoon. This chamber was typically built in the bridegroom's father's house or on his father's property. The wedding chamber had to be a beautiful place to bring the bride. 

Jesus told His disciples: "...In my Father's house are many rooms or mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am John 13:1-3.

Bridegroom Comes for His Bride: When the bridegroom's father deemed the wedding chamber ready, the father would tell the bridegroom that all was ready and to get His bride. The bridegroom would abduct his bride secretly, like a thief at night and take her to the wedding chamber. As the bridegroom approached the bride's home, he would shout and blow the shofar (ram's horn trumpet) so that she had some warning to gather her belongings to take into the wedding chamber. The bridegroom and his friends would come into the bride's house and get the bride and her bridesmaids.

Just as the bridegroom would come for the bride in the middle of the night, with a shout and the sound of a shofar, so the Lord will come for us. 

The Wedding Feast: After 7 days in the wedding chamber, the bride and groom would emerge and celebrate the marriage with an extravagant wedding feast. Now there were three main attendees at the feast. The Bride, the Groom, and the Guests. 

Some say that this would be Jesus’ second coming. Lets go through the order again: Jesus came and offered a new covenant, the promise or price for His bride. He swept His bride up like a thief in the night and brought her to His place He has prepared. This is the rapture. Then He returns with His bride and celebrates with a great feast. This is the second coming. The scripture says: "Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb." Revelation 19.

And in Matthew 22:1-14 we hear Jesus tell a parable of the Wedding Feast:

1 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying, 2"The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come. God has graciously sent out an invitation for his son’s wedding feast. But no one that God would expect to join wanted to come. 

4 Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’
5 But they paid no attention and went off--one to his field, another to his business. 6 The rest seized his servants, mistreated them, and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. Jesus and the disciples as well as missionaries today and every other man and woman who speak for God, went out to gather all those who would listen and often their message fell on deaf ears. Or worse, disciples became martyrs at the hands of people and governments who were threatened by God’s plan for us.

8 Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. 9 Go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ 10 So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, both good and bad, and the wedding hall was filled with guests. Now we go out and preach to the streets or in other words, we follow Jesus’ teachings and just witness to others. In stores, in prisons and churches; wherever we whoever. As long as God’s word is being delivered and we gather a few to enjoy what we are enjoying. Now many fill the churches. But are all worthy of heaven? 

11 But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 12 ‘Friend,’ he asked, ‘how did you get in here without wedding clothes?’ The man was speechless. 13 Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

14 "For many are invited, but few are chosen." At Jesus’ second coming, we will be judged. Will we be wearing the right wedding attire? This means, our hearts better be right. For God will judge us. Coming to church everyday or all the good works we do will be exposed as a farce if the Holy Spirit is not in our heart. 

We, the betrothed (Christ's Church ) currently await the return of our Bridegroom to take us to the wedding chamber (the rapture ) to spend seven years (while the tribulation occurs on Earth ). We will then celebrate the Marriage Supper of the Lamb and depart with our Bridegroom for our new home, the new Jerusalem. ~ Revelation 21:1-4,

