Playing With Fire

In December 1995, Ann Landers ran this survey sent to her about HELL. 

"College-educated adults with incomes of more than $50,000 a year were the most certain they were heaven-bound. Of the six in ten Americans who believe there is a hell, 77 percent do not believe they are going there. One in four believe it is a blazing inferno. Twenty-four percent described hell as a torture chamber. Ninety-two percent of Lutherans described hell as "separation from God." The New Catholic Explorer, a newspaper of the diocese of Joliet, Ill., featured a chart based on an international survey of 19,000 people in 14 countries. It showed that in the United States, 86 percent of the people believe in Heaven, and 71 percent believe in hell. In East Germany, it's 19 percent and 7 percent. In Great Britain, 54 percent and 29 percent. In Ireland, 87 percent and 53 percent. In Israel, 43 percent and 39 percent. According to another survey, half the people in the United States do believe in Heaven and hell, but very few people think they are going to end up in hell." 

My survey of myself says that 100 percent of the people in hell NOW believe in hell, and most of the people there did not think they would be there. 

A 2005 FOX News poll found that more than nine in 10 Americans (91 percent) believe in God and almost as many believe in heaven (87 percent). In addition, 84 percent say they believe in miracles and 79 percent in angels.

What about the dark side? Almost three-quarters of Americans (74 percent) say they believe in hell and two-thirds in the devil (67 percent).

The fact is that if you believe in heaven, you must believe in hell. If you believe in Jesus or at the very least consider Jesus not to be a liar, than you have to believe in hell. 

Jesus said:

And if thy right eye offends thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell.

And I say also unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?

Hell in fact was created as part of God’s plan. Everything is created for the glory of God. He has given everything to us and wants us to glorify His good name. But in the end, God will separate the sheep from the goats. But Why would a loving God cast someone to Hell?  Its an easy answer although some will not like it or accept it. As Gods gifts and love glorify His name, so does His judgment. What kind of a King does not cast away His enemies? What kind of a Father does not protect His children? What kind of a judge does not punish the wicked?

If everyone were accepted into heaven, why would God bother to do anything? Remember last week, He has elected only some to receive the Spirit and be his adopted children. 

Jesus describes Hell as a fire that cannot be quenched. As a visual He showed His followers a garbage heap where they burn garbage 24 hours a day. It’s an awful place with a foul stench where only garbage dwells. 

The bible says: 

there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth

everlasting torments

everlasting punishment

sorrows

Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched

and they have no rest day nor night
The other night Lauren and I watched a short youtube video about the man who wrote “23 Minutes In Hell”, the story of Bill Wiese’s journey to Hell one night. When he starts his story, he will tell you that you do not have to believe him. His story is not the main point but God’s scripture. He quotes scripture 150 times in his book to back up his story. That’s what he wants you to get out it.

One night in 1998 Bill got up from a restless sleep. He compares his experience to that of John’s experience when he saw visions of heaven and like Bill did not realize if it was a vision, a dream, or reality.

I won’t quote the entire video word for word but I will tell you that the things he experienced are a warning to us, and also that it’s not about all of the evil, and all of the fear in hell, but the love and grace God gives us every day.

According to Bill, Hell is truly everlasting; as everlasting as our time in Heaven will be. There are quasi-Christian groups such as Universalists who will tell you that Hell is not eternal; that it will end which is false. Also Bill wants you to know that Hell is absolutely real; as real as you and I are here today. It is not a state of mind and certainly not a mythical place. Which is good news because that means that heaven is real.

The way Bill speaks is that he will tell you what he experienced, and then he will quote scripture that backs it up. For instance, the first thing that happened was Bill was awakened and immediately dropped into a prison cell complete with bars just as you would imagine. He will then quote 

Isaiah 24:22 where “They will be herded together like prisoners bound in a dungeon; they will be shut up in prison and be punished[a] after many days”.

He talks about the tremendous heat. He should have been burned but he wasn’t. People in Hell have to endure the heat for eternity. And there is no water in Hell to quench the thirst. Not a drop. 

He had absolutely no strength. Every move took an enormous effort. You have no strength. In Psalms 88:4 I am counted among those who go down to the pit; I am like one without strength. 

He was beaten by giant demons. His bones broke and he felt pain. He was torn open. He was tortured. He was the subject of extreme hate with no mercy. He quotes the bible and says that there is mercy in heaven, and the where there is the Lord, there is mercy. But the Lord is not in Hell so there is no mercy at all. 

He was spared further torture when he was pulled from the demons and placed next to a pit of fire. He was showed people who were burning in the pit and not dieing. This is not metaphorical fire. Psalms 11:6 On the wicked he will rain fiery coals and burning sulfur; a scorching wind will be their lot. 

I think I’ve made the point and I don’t want to be more graphic. 

Again this is a story told by a man, whether it is true or not is not the point. It is evidence however that for every torture, there is a remedy in the Lord. We cannot breathe in Hell, but God gives us the air above the earth, not below. We have no strength in Hell; but with God, there is nothing we can’t do. There is no water in Hell however Jesus is the Fount of every blessing; the Living Water. 

There is no sleeping, yet in God says: Come to Me all who labor and are heavy laden AND I WILL GIVE YOU REST. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me. For I’m gently and lowly in heart, AND YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.

When we part from this earth, whether in dieing or God willing, Jesus comes to us and sweeps us up, we are no longer in the physical world. We are in the spirit world. And in God’s spirit world we have only one of two choices. We can be with Him or without Him. 

Knowing God exists, who would ever choose to be without Him? Satan did. There will be people who are convinced by Satan and his demons that God is not the end-all be-all. That we can be gods too, just he told Adam and Eve. And until the very end, even with Jesus showing himself to the whole world, they will still deny Him. Peter did three times after seeing all Jesus’ miracles. He lived with Jesus three years and still denied Him!

Those who think they can do better than God, those who think they are smarter than God, those who think God does not control their destiny will unfortunately face the same fate as Satan and his demons. 

Revelation says: And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. The lake of fire will be the ultimate resting place for Satan, his demons and sinners cast down there when they will be judged; a 2nd death. The sinful man will die here and then die in hell, meaning that when you deny God, you are dead to Him. 

Hell is everything absent the Lord. All of the Lord’s graces are gone. Do you know what grace is in this context? We all deserve to be in Hell. None of us are pure and none of us sinless. It is only for the grace of God we exist here and now and enjoy w hat we have. 

We are so selfish. We take everything for granted and still want more. Nothing satisfies us. We are insatiable and give no thanks most times. Yet here we are, alive and well. This is not a desolate place we live in. We have blue skies, we breath clean air, we have love in our lives.

All I can say is we better figure out where it comes from and start acting like we are grateful. We are not going to get a gift like Bill Wiese was given and come back from Hell to tell about it. Instead, lets make peace with it, and think of Hell as a reminder to us all what could happen. 

Because we believe in Jesus and accept Him as our savior, we should have no fear of such an awful place. Again, because He gave all to us, we don’t have to go there. Thanks be to God Almighty and His grace.

