My Sheep Know My Voice

There are some things you just don’t get a second chance at. A once in a lifetime opportunity. If something like that comes your way, you take advantage. Grab it while it is in front of you and savor it for all its worth. I think being a father falls into that category. But unfortunately fatherhood throws you immediately out of the boat into the deep end without a preserver. But actually we have two preservers. We have our wives and we have God. Both are near to for advice and assistance whenever we need it. 

Thank God for women. I know this is Father’s Day but before I extol the blessings of fatherhood, I want to take a minute to thank women. I may grouse and complain because I get a honey-do list, or unsolicited advice, but if it wasn’t for Lauren, I would be in pretty rough shape. 

She was a young mother when I met her but she had already learned enough about parenting to get me started. I still mess up, I admit it. And as much as I try to be a united front, I’m not. I’m still learning as all us parent are. We don’t have the wisdom of Solomon as we read today. The wisdom of Solomon was not there for me when I left the hot iron out where the kids could touch it and burn themselves. Sorry Noah. 

But a father has to be there. Mistakes and all. In fact, if it weren’t for the mistakes, we wouldn’t learn. 

In today’s reading, Solomon is teaching his son. You see, sons and men got the lions share of the teachings in the Bible. You never see much instruction where a daughter is learning something. I think God knew that men needed more help. Actually, its because God puts a lot of responsibility on men. There comes a time when a son must become the man and the father. In Genesis it says that a man must leave his father. That doesn’t mean he is moving out and getting married, it means that he is not going to be under his father’s instruction anymore and needs to become a man of his own and lead his own family. Hopefully his father taught him well. Of course I think a woman once said that a man doesn’t start growing up until he gets married. His wife raises him up. 

So lets look at the first father and the only man without a belly button-Adam. Before he became a dad. He became a sinner losing the instruction he was given by God. When Eve handed Adam the apple, God didn’t blame Eve, He held Adam responsible. “Then the Lord called to Adam and said to him “where are you?” Where was the man God had created and taught. Adam did not have the privilege of listening to an excellent Fathers Day sermon, he actually had better. He walked and talked with God. Adam was placed in charge of all the animals. He had to name them all and he had dominion over them. He was taught how to be a good steward  and how to be in charge. But he was able to be talked into something that would be the fall of man. 

Throughout the Bible, God has placed man in charge of families. The true spiritual leader and successful businessman. Thriving herds, servants. Men were fathers of nations, and kings. True patriarchs. Where are the patriarch nowadays? Where are men who are true leaders of their families. Spiritual leaders. When these fathers spoke, the children listened. When you hear his voice, you obeyed as we do our Father in heaven. Not in the spirited tyrannical way like “do as your told” or “do what I say”. “Because I said so”. That’s not a fathers voice. 

I want to share what I think is a good example of a father. Its that of a shepherd and his sheep. Sheep you see are a very timid animal. Down right frightened all the time. If you snuck up on a sheep and startled it, you would literally scare it to death. Drop dead right in front of you. Sheep need guidance. They need to follow and will only follow someone they trust. A shepherd is good to his sheep. He is with them night and day. He sleeps with them and eats with them. He holds them since they were young. He creates a bond with them. And the sheep trust the shepherd. Through constant contact, the sheep know the shepherd and follow him. He provides for them. They know he will lead them to green grass and still waters. (psalm 23 reference). 

The sheep know the shepherds voice. From across a great plain, the shepherd could call out and the sheep return. The sheep could cry and the shepherd knows who it is. The shepherds voice is a beacon of hope and trust and a song of comfort, safety and peace.  If they did not obey, they know they will be in danger. 

Similarly, in John 10, Jesus uses the illustration of a shepherd and his flock to show us how much we should know him and trust him. Starting with John 10:11: 

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.

   14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.”

You see a father has to be there for his children. Absentee fathers lead to a lost generation of children. Father’s we have to be there. I unfortunately see a lot of single mothers at work. I have to hear how their home life is not good. Fathers or baby-daddy’s are not contributing to the family unit and take no responsibility for the upbringing of the child. 

The children do not know their fathers voice nor do they obey it. Again, thank God for strong women who have had to raise children without a fatherly unit. 

The last example I want to give you is one I heard on the radio the other day. Stu Weber was explaining the role of a man. A man is four things: King, Warrior, Mentor and Friend. Picture each of these characteristics as columns that hold men up. At times you are balancing on one or more of these characteristics depending what you are doing. If you lean however, too much to the left or right, you topple over. 

We were great patriarchs once. We need to be that again. Fathers need to become more involved with wisdom and spiritual strength so your sons and daughters will have it. 

The mothers carry a lot of weight in the parenting but its time more men are known for leading the family. 

