There is no more important thing to know in your life than the awesomeness that is our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As I learned from Chuck Swindoll this week, the word "awesome" is not a word to be thrown around at just anything. "That song is awesome" or "that movie was awesome". In his sermon, Chuck Swindoll gave his listeneers the actual definition of the word awe: an overwhelming feeling of reverence, admiration, fear, etc., that which is grand sublime extremely powerful. The dictionary gave a sentance as an example. In awe of God. I didn't make that up, a national dictionary actually mentioned God when describing God. Must not be paid for with tax dollars. 
I don't think a song or a movie is as awesome as Jesus. I was surprised to read the word "fear" in the description but it is true. That beautiful warm feeling when thinking about Jesus is mixed with fear. Not afraid but almost star struck, deeply respectful, nervous. As the song says "I can only imagine" what I will do when I meet him. That is of course after he gives me a ration of heck for what I did to my life.
No one could express the awesomeness of God and Jesus like Paul could. The Gospels may have chronicled the like and times of Jesus but Paul glorified His name with his words. John the Baptist may have introduced Jesus, but Paul carried on His name after His death and resurrection so that we may know Him today.
In the book of the Collosians, Paul heard of the Church of Colossae by its founder, Epaphras, and he is obviously very happy with them and Epaphras' ministry. Reason # 1 found in 1:4: because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people. We'll back to Paul's praiases of this church in a minute but first lets talk about awesome Jesus. 
Starting with 1:15, Paul further encourages the church with exhaltations of Lord Jesus, justifieing their love of Him: 
 15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. Here we read that Jesus is the image of God Himself and His human Son. And over all of God's creations, the heavens and earth, animals, sea creatures, Jesus is God's first BORN, not created. God could have created a human figure of Jesus with a snap of His fingers. Poof, the Messiah. But He didn't. Jesus was going to be special and Jesus needed to be born to do what He did. God wanted people to doubt. If Jesus popped on the scene in front of the Sanhendrin in Kingly garments and Regal crowns; it would have been easy to believe He was God. But we would not know hope, faith, trust, and love. We needed to know God, so He came down and lived among us. A test as to who would believe Him and who would not.
16 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. Since Genesis 1, everything that has passed is all for Jesus. Not one thing was done or said, good or evil, that did not have to do with Jesus. Theres one thing I do not like. When someone thinks that everything has to be about them. What we do, where we go, who we like and don't like, based on the whim of someone who could not lead a dog with a leash and a handful of treats. Nothing is about us, its all about Him. Its all for Him and what we do is all for His glory, not ours. We are not awesome nor worthy to be the center of attention. 
17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. This is a good one. Lets say you need to do something like get a new job, or get married or something that is a pretty big decision. If you start off doing that thing without knowing what you are getting into, you're not going to succeed. You don;t apply for a job or marry a girl or guy until you do your research right? When we approach a new venture or if we are faced with something that is going to be hard or scary, but we do it with Jesus' blessing, we will succeed. We need to seek Jesus' opinion first. Before we do anything, lets remember the Lord. And now that we are in our new or scary situation, we can make it through. He gives us the strength and wisdom, we need. His Word is the glue and His Truth makes all things right. And if your opinion based on our earthlt frame of mind says you didn;t succeed, matbe you couldn't keep the weight off or maybe you though a conversation you had didn;t go so well, Jesus says you succeeded. If you do things for the glory of Jesus, you win. 
18 And He is the head of the body, the church; He is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything He might have the supremacy. Jesus is a natural born leader. He is a powerful speaker and where John the Baptist left off gathering hundreds in Jesus' name, Jesus gathered thousands. All who would believe and know Him as the Messiah hailed Him as the One who would lead them out of the despair Rome had put them in. He was God's firstborn dwelling among nonbelievers, or the dead. Dead to God, Dead to Truth, only alive in sin.
19 For God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Him, 20 and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through His blood, shed on the cross. Jesus was perfect. Think of the best person you know, besides Jesus, alive or dead, current or past. Think of someone who you think is an amazing example of what a person should be. Is he/she perfect? Do they have any fault at all? Jesus was as clean as the new fallen snow. Absolutely perfect. God dwells in us in the form of His Holy Spirit so we can learn as we are imperfect. Jesus had God's fullness in Him. God's fullness! Can you imagine. You want to talk about awesome. ALL of God in Jesus. And as Jesus being a bridge to the human world for God to reach and reconcile Himself with us. He wants to reconcile with us! Thats another sermon entirely. After all we did and will do, He wants us to be reconciled with Him. And how is He going to do it? By becoming a sacrifice, shedding His blood to end His humanity. The death scene of Jesus with all the suffering he put up to the shaking of the earth and the darkness of the sky to the tearing of the veil from top to bottom was enough to send nonbelievers over the fencce they were riding on into Jesus arms. Through this awesome act which he shared with over 500 witnesses, we believe, and that power of our belief shoots Jesus to heaven and He becomes our King, glorifying God.
And what of those church members in Colossae, Paul's prayer for them is my prayer for all of us. Backwards to 1:9:
9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives,[e] 10 so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, 12 and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you[f] to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. 13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
