I Want To Be Elected

This is a story I read in the Phillipston Congregational bulletin sent to Phillipston residents. It’s a story of a Christian and a non-believing soap salesman taking a long walk in the park. Of course there would be conversation and debate regarding Christianity. The soap salesman asks the Christian how he can possibly believe that God is a loving God when the park was filled with drugs, homeless people, prostitution and crime. The Christian thought for a while and then spied a young boy playing in the park. He was completely covered from head to toe in dirt. He asked the salesman, “Are your soaps good?” 

“Why of course!” answered the salesman. 

“Can they clean up even that filthy boy?”

Again, the salesman said, “Of course!”

“Can the boy become clean by looking at your box of soaps?”

“Of course not,” explained the salesman, “he must apply the soap on the dirt.”

“Yes,” said the Christian, “as it is with Christianity. In order for it to work and do good, it must be applied.”

Last week I mentioned 3 steps towards Christendom and a closer walk with our Almighty Savior. Allow me to repeat:


Step one: have faith that Jesus is our Lord and Savior. He is the only begotten Son of God and died for our sins. 

Step two: have faith that the Bible is the breathed Word of God.  For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

Step three: have faith in yourself that you have read the Bible and studied its parts. And the Bible tells you that are reborn in Christ Jesus. You have a new way of doing things, handling things, a newfound strength and wisdom.

Unlike the sales man and choose to bring God into our lives. No doubt a glorious day when we give it all up to God and choose His way of life.

We verbally announced that we give up all our cares and worries to Jesus. I admitted that I couldn’t make it in this world without Him. I surrendered my life to Him and strive everyday to do something –anything – for God everyday.

Then Jesus’ gave us His great commission; for us to go out and make disciples of all men. To speak of Him and be examples so that others can also choose Him as we did. We have such a wonderful life in Jesus and are promised a wonderful eternal life IF WE BELIEVE and we want to share that with the world!

But let us not forget what gives us this power to make disciples, the power of living to love, to write and read beautiful scripture, to sing songs of praise. It is the Holy Spirit that fills us and moves us to do all things Christian. So is it we who choose God and to do all things which glorify Him? Or was it God who chose us and gifted us with the Holy Spirit so that we may be his adopted sons and daughters?

This is the debate between the greatest theological minds since Paul. It is called the Doctrine of Election. 

Some will say that God, in His omniscient knowledge and almighty power elected those who would be saved before the beginning of time. And those whom He elected, He saved by placing the Holy Spirit upon us giving us the abilities to believe in His Son, Jesus, our Savior. 

Others will say that we are not elected UNTIL we believe, thus opening the doors of salvation. In other words, we have to use our own free will and willfully surrender and choose to believe, thus by accepting Christ as our Savior, only then we are saved.

One man said foolishly that God and Satan each elected us. The ultimate heavenly battle between good and evil and we are the pawns. They use the Book of Job as evidence. God and the devil both claiming our eternal souls and we are the tiebreaker. One flaw in his theory though, Satan does not have the omniscience to know who is to be elected, nor was he involved in creation. 

Jon MacArthur was on the radio over the last two weeks discussing the Doctrine of Election. He, by the way, fully accepts election as the Biblical truth. MacArthur’s scriptural proof is from 1st Peter. In fact it is the first two verses. 


1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 

   To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, 2 who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his blood: 

   Grace and peace be yours in abundance. 

Ephesians 1:4 (ESV)

4 even as he chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 

10 And not only so, but also when Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac, 11 though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad—in order that God’s purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of him who calls— 12 she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” 13 As it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” Romans 9:10-24

The Doctrine of Election is hated and feared. If God had chosen His elect, am I one of them? Is what we do all in vain if we are not chosen? 

Fear not. If you love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your might, you are among the elect. From Romans: 

29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

God’s Everlasting Love 

31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 
For it may be that God has elected us, and it was His choosing us, to love Him and glorify Him. This is a wonderful thing. For the parents, when you chose to have children, whether through birth or adoption, did you not choose them also? And if you were the father of one or hundreds, would you not bring them all home? Who could you turn away? You chose them all and love them all and they love you. 

Jesus was sent for the whole world, Jews and Gentiles. Not for some, but all. The elect is all who will believe, whether now or in the future. And they will believe because God chose that to be their time. God may not have gifted the Spirit to everyone yet, but He will.  

God is a sovereign God. Why does He do this? Because He can. And we are not equipped to be able to understand His ways nor should we. Some things have to be saved for eternity. 


"The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever."Deut 29:29

Let us continue and endure knowing that we are the elect and the adopted children of Lord God to rule along side Jesus.

