God is Love

Love is mentioned many times in the Bible. When we want to learn how to love, or to read examples of love, we can go to the bible and just flip to any page to find a passage to answer all our questions. Love is the essence of God. God showed us how much He loves us by giving us His only son to descend from his royalty in heaven to live among us and teach us. Jesus showed us His love for us by dieing on the cross to cover our sins; He didn’t have to. With a wave of His hand he could have started all over again, and again and again until we got it right. But He showed us where we are mistaken and lets us learn by our mistakes. But His love is so great for us and He is all wisdom and He knew what had to happen to save the world so that we may have everlasting life.

You can’t measure the amount of love God has for each and every one of us. Even the greatest love like that of a mother and child or grandparent and grandchild is a sparkle compared to the love of God. And the reason is, because we don’t know the definition of love.

We think love of love as an outward emotion and it is. We smile real big when someone we love is near us and perhaps your sharing time together and it’s the most fun thing in the world. This is all true. 

But when written in the Bible, love is different in a way. Lets go back to Mother and child as an example. Is it because the child is so darn cute? A kitten is cute. Is it because the child is good in school, or does all of their chores? No. We love our children because we have a bond with them. From the moment we see their cute little fat faces in the hospital, a bell went off that said: “I need to care for that child and make sure nothing happens to her”. The outward affection is part of the whole picture, because internally, there is a part of a parent or grandparent or spouse, or good friend, that says I want to give all I have because I love them.

In the original Hebrew Bible, love is written many times. The Hebrew people had many words for it. 


Hebrew word ahab - spontaneous, impulsive love (250 times in OT)

Ahab being the love two people have towards each other. Husband and wife, parent and child, friends. This translation most resembles what we show as an outward display of love today.

Hebrew word hesed - deliberate choice of affection and kindness
Hesed is more of a kindness that is given; one person showing kindness to another. This is the word used when the Bible speaks of God showing kindness to us. It is a very clear meaning somewhat close to faithful love based on a mutual exchange of obligation. A covenant. In Psalm 136, the word hesed is mentioned 26 times. His love endures forever…over and over again. He chooses to show kindness towards us and will forever. This word is not a promise in the dark, He means forever.

Now in today’s reading, when it was written, “God is love”, it is the word ahava (noun version of ahav)

Hebrew word ahav – I give. To provide and protect.

This is a very special translation. The Hebrews knew that God chooses our parents, siblings, and children. They are a privilege and a gift from God and it was a duty to provide and protect not only your immediate family but all the generations of your family afterwards. Ahav is a verb that is much stronger than our Western translation of the word love. No it doesn’t have the emotion of love, or the laughter and joy of what we think of love. It has honor and promise. It has devotion and dedication.

The Torah, which is the sacred Jewish text consisting of the books of Moses, requires this level of love for every one of God's creations. God's ultimate motivation for Creation is love or in this translation, provision. That is why the Hebrew word for "creation", b'hibaram , is a permutation of the word b'avraham, that is, Abraham. God changed Abrams name to Abraham. Abraham symbolizes love. God created everything through the soul root of Abraham, who is love. Abraham is the first Jew. As the first, or prototype Jew, he bestowed tremendous love upon all of God's creatures. He was to have descendants greater that the sand or the stars. hrough this root, God created, a providing love, to everything and everyone.

God’s love is a promise that He will provide for all of us. God does not love us because we are cute and charming, or devastatingly beautiful or handsome. In our belief and that of the Greeks, love is more of a romantic and philosophical ideal. But to the Hebrews, the word was an action. In our world, it is very hard to think of love or describe love without saying something about the warm fuzzy feeling you get from ones you love. And God may think of us that way sometimes. I know he brags on us. And for some He loved more than others like when John is described as the one Jesus “loved”. Jesus loved all the disciples but most likely gave His time and teachings to John more than the others. 

But to God, He loves us all, meaning he wants to give to us all. 

So when you read in the Bible that we are to love our neighbors and love our enemies, it means that God wishes us to be providers to everyone, regardless of what their walk in life was. 

When Jesus said to the people that when we fed someone, we fed Him. And we clothed someone we clothed Him. And when we visited someone, we visited Him.

In Genesis, when you read that Adam was created in the image of God, Adam was a caregiver. He cared for and provided for all the animals and the earth created by God. 

Jesus asked Peter, “Do you love me?” Peter of course answered yes. “Then feed My sheep”. He is asking Peter to give as He would give.

Jesus loved the little children, because this is a true example of why we need to provide.

God is love. And in Hebrew love is a bond of service to give and provide. Therefore God’s love is a providing love. He gave us this love faithfully and asked that we give Him a faithful love in return. 

God wants us to know this kind of love. Jesus was asked. “What is the greatest commandment”. And what did He say? To love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. And the next would be to love your neighbor. 

This is not an affectionate love or warm and fuzzy, it is a responsibility we have to everyone including enemies. What will God do to all those who He gave and gave for and died for, who still want nothing to do with Him? What will He do to those who deny Him? He will still provide for them. They just don’t know it, accept it, believe it, and will never give it back to Him. And He will continue to do so until that glorious day when Jesus returns and sweeps up the church. 

God is love and to follow God or “surrender” yourself is to come to the realization that you will give yourself to God and to those who need you. Therefore since God is love and you accept His ways, you are love.

The Hebrew word which is the opposite of ahav is one of their word’s for hate. Like the word love, the Hebrew vocabulary is very specific in its context so they have many words for it. This particular word for hate which is opposite ahav, or the giving love, is sane which is simplified for us in translation to the word sin. The opposite of love is sin. 

When Jesus loved Jacob and hated Esau, He didn’t despise Esau, Esau just wasn’t a giver. The word is also derived from the verb “to reject”. God doesn’t hate anyone as we define hate. But when the faithful love is not returned, He will reject you or love you less.

I do not mean to take away from the affectionate love we have for each other. Their should be romance, their should be hugs and pride in each other. But since love is so casual nowadays, I think it’s important to understand the original love. God’s love.
