September 18, 2011

Get A Clue

Did anyone get a chance to look at the Bill Weise video we talked about last week? There were a couple of great lines I wanted to mention today. When Weise released his book, 23 Minutes In Hell, he was invited to speak at a radio station. The host was known for his tough questioning and skepticism but he went anyway. As advertised, the host was not only questioning the vision Weise encountered but Christianity as a whole. 
The host asked one time "If there is a loving God, how can there be so many bad things happening?"
Weise replied "There is so much good in the world because there is a God." 
Then the host asked "I'm a good person, why can't I get into heaven?"
Weise answered with this story: One day a man, with suitcase in hand, walked up to a house. To the man it was the best house in the city. He knocked on the door, the owner opened the door, and the man announced that he has arrived. He has his bag and was ready to move in. Of course the owner was confused. He had no idea who this man was and why was he moving into his house? Who would think about walking up to a fancy house and just barge in unannounced. The man told the owner it was all quite alright. He assured the owner that he was a good man; such a good man that he deserved to live int he best house. 
The problem was that the man did not know the owner and the owner did not know the man. They had no relationship with each other. This is today's theme. Without a relationship with the Lord, you're not going to get very far. You certainly will nto be able to dwell in his paradise for eternity. But when you have a relationship with Him, he will open up more than just Heaven to you.
This was the difference between Cain and Abel. One knew the Lord and was knowledgeable of what his offering was supposed to be and the other wasn't. One was content and the other desperately seeking. So desperate that he felt he needed to knock out the competition to get closer to God. Hosea 6:6 says "For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and the knowledge of God more than burnt offering". 
2 Peter 3:18 instructs us to "grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ." We are the elect and have been given the gift of the Spirit to guide us in our walk with Christ. But the next step is where some believers tend to fall off. We have the Spirit of Christ and now we need to obtain the "Mind of Christ". See God has given us a new spirit but he didn;t give us a new brain. We have to work on this part. 
Let me give you an example: Were you ever in a situation where you were loking for a solution; you try to fix a problem but nothing's working? But then you open your Bible and the words seem to jump out at you and lo and behold, you find your answer. Coincidence? Not really. Delight yourself in the Lord and He will show you your hearts desires. In other words, if you practice spending time with the Lord, listening and praying, He will show you the answers your heart seeks.
2 Peter says: 
5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. 8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But whoever does not have them is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past sins. 
 10 Therefore, my brothers and sisters,[a] make every effort to confirm your calling and election. For if you do these things, you will never stumble, 11 and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
And then starting with verse 19:
19 We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.
God gives us the asnwers we need. He literally leads you to a passage, a situation, an encounter with a believer, in order to give us knowledge. Once we have the Spirit inside us, our next step of learning will be the Lord unveiling His secrets to you. 
The Bible is a mysterious book no doubt. Some would call mythical, full of wonderful stories. But until He opens His doors, you won't understand a thing. This Bible will be like reading a foreign language. We will never have a full understanding of Him. His ways are not our ways. But Hosea 2:19-20 says that He will betroth Him to us and we shall know the Lord. Thats His desire; for us to know Him. Really know Him. 
We have all heard the example of being in darkness and then shown the light. We are all in darkness until the Lord opens our eyes. Then the light bulb goes on and we see everything. 
The Lord tells us: "Be still and know that I am God" and also that if we hear His voice, do not harden your hearts. For God has hardened the hearts of many believers and non believers. The average Joe and Jill living their lives without a care who have no idea who our Lord is. They are not ready. Maybe they will never be among the elect. There are men and women supposedly in a religious way who say outrageous things about the Lord. Their eyes are not opened. They are not invited in to know the heart or mind of God. 
Let me sum this up. If we  know the Lord, that is, if we confide in him and pray to him and open ourselves to Him, He will open our eyes and show us the great powers of His Word. From Matthew: All things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive. 1 John 1 says But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in Him.
We are imperfect. God is prepared to cleanse us through forgiveness and use us to do His will. He will supply us with the Truth for ourselves and for those we can reach out to. Now we are walking in the light. Our eyes are opened and we are given the gift of interpreting the words He has given us. 
Let us look at today's reading. I always wondered why God would put the book of Philemon in the Bible. It's a great story of Paul begging forgiveness on behalf of an escaped slave. But now the slave has been saved, and Paul is appealing to his former owner to accept him back. Again, a wonderful sentiment of forgiveness and salvation of an escaped slave, but lets look deeper into it. 
We have a man who was a slave. We have an arbitrator speaking on his behalf to present his case as to why he should be allowed into the owners home. Sound familiar? Are we not the slave who escaped the home we once had to do other things that our mind led us to do? Do we not have a Counselor who speaks on our behalf to our Father and begs for our return back to the home where we belong? Were we not lost but now useful?
Again this is what the Lord has shown me about Philemon. Thats what I needed to see. Perhaps He showed you something that you needed to see.
 

 

