Fit For A King

Reading: 1 Kings 8:22-40

How do you begin to prepare a place for God? How can mere men have the skill and resources to construct heaven on earth? It was Solomon’s destiny to do what his father King David could not do, to build a home for God. The temple was a sight to be seen, ordained in gold and alabaster; it took 13 years to complete. Given it’s size and furnishings, you would think that such a place could have never been built by mere men, yet it was. 

In today’s reading, Solomon dedicates the temple, praying to God, and asking, “… will God really dwell on earth?” Whether it was Solomon’s doubt or modesty, he wonders what we all wonder. Will God be with us always? Can we ever be worthy of His presence? After all the planning, laying the foundation, gathering the resources and manpower, hiring craftsman who could out-do all artisans of the time, will God inhabit such a place?

Is it walls and a ceiling that houses God? The truth is that with all Solomon’s wisdom, he didn’t figure out that God doesn’t live in a physical building but in the Spirit that is inside everyone who are obedient. Solomon was worried about the external and didn’t realize it was his internal character that attracted God to the real estate. Solomon gave God a building and in return asked God to watch over his people. 

Later in 1 Kings 9:6, God meets with Solomon and tells him “But if you or your descendants turn away from Me and do not observe the commands and decrees I have given you and go off to serve other gods and worship them, then I will cut off Israel from the land I have given them and will reject this temple I have consecrated for My Name. 

You see it isn’t the building but the people who made up God’s kingdom. It is the church made up of His followers that houses God. Even more so, God lives inside us. We are all temples of the Lord. And the kingdom of God is inside us. 

Let’s fast-forward hundreds of years to Bethlehem and the birth of our Savior. Why did some disbelieve who He was? Why did the Pharisees and Sadducees accuse Jesus of not being our Messiah? Because just like Solomon thought, why would God live on Earth. Sure, they were worthy of seeing God but not the rest of the Jews and certainly not the Gentiles. Aren’t we being a little prideful to think that God Almighty would come down from His palace in Heaven to be with us? 

Of course He would. That’s just what a Savior does. That’s what a King does.  Jesus came to us the first time to teach us yet another example; how to live in two very different worlds. Jesus was God and taught us how to create and live in the kingdom of God, and yet He was a man and taught us that we could live in the kingdom, as we know it, on Earth. 

He was to lead us, to teach us that it is very possible to live in both worlds. We have to give to God what is God’s and Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s. We have to obey the law of God and obey the governments we currently live in. How do we do it?

Surrendering yourself to God is not only living for God but also accepting the world that you live in, or the world that you don’t know yet that you live in. I am speaking of the spiritual world. We know very well of this earthly world but are as naive as children to the spiritual world. Jesus lived in both worlds and not just because He was God. He clearly and freely acted as man would act in His daily struggles. He prayed, He talked to God, He also obeyed the rules of Rome.

Pilate asked Jesus if He were king. Jesus schooled Pilate by saying that if He were in His kingdom, a legion of angels not just could but WOULD swoop down and save Him. That’s the way Kings are treated. If we were truly in the Spiritual kingdom of Jesus, we would certainly would be protecting Him and obeying His commands.

We are part man, part spirit. Here’s how we know. Let’s look at Ecclesiastes: 

Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it. (Ecclesiastes 12:7)

There is one body, and one spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling;

And from 1 Corinthians 15

35 But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they come?” 36 How foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37 When you sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something else. 38 But God gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he gives its own body. 39 Not all flesh is the same: People have one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds another and fish another. 40 There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is another. 41 The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star in splendor.

42 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. 

   If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 So it is written: “The first man Adam became a living being”[f]; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit. 46 The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and after that the spiritual. 47 The first man was of the dust of the earth; the second man is of heaven. 48 As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the heavenly man, so also are those who are of heaven. 49 And just as we have borne the image of the earthly man, so shall we[g] bear the image of the heavenly man. 

 50 I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”[h] 

When Adam was created God blew the Spirit into his nostrils. We are made in the image of God, which is mind, body, and soul or spirit. When we die we are said to “give up the ghost”.  Now all we have to do is to find that Spirit world inside us where God may dwell. Without it, He has no home. 

Its Satan and his tempters job to make us doubt that. To believe that this is the only world we will have. We live, we die, and whether we are good or bad is up to us. In fact, to say anything of faith is now taboo. Can’t show faith in schools, nativity scenes and other places where God may be shown to folks who will be offended. We know why-because our actions may shed the light of the spirit inside us upon them and then they will be exposed for who they really are and they don’t want that. They know they will be judged in God’s kingdom.

It sounds corny but we have to believe that there is another world around us, the true kingdom, and this act we are in is just for the Glory of God and to test who is fit, and who is not. How we live on this earth is important as Jesus had taught us but to keep in mind the world of the Father where we will be judged.

That spirit inside us is extremely powerful and can disorient the ones who wish to remain wicked. We offend because we shake them up a bit. Our spirit surrounds us and is contagious like laughter and yawning. That level of spirit inside us is a perfect home for our Lord. A home fit for a King.

