Be Your Best

Hoping you all are having a safe and joyful 4th of July long weekend. That we take this time to remember why we are The United States of America and not the Individual States of America. And of the brave men and women who fought for our very freedoms, those who had lived or died so that we may be here in this room today without fear.

Its really an interesting story, how this country became what it is today. Of course you have to go all the way back to 1620 when the Pilgrims came to this country. 102 passengers aboard the Mayflower sailing across treacherous seas, not knowing what to expect, leaving England to escape religious tyranny so they may worship their way. 102 men and women suffering through harsh New England weather with little aid. But they were free and all 102 could worship as the Spirit led them. Problem was, out of the 102, only 40 of them were of the Seperatists group. The rest were servants, financiers and even some criminals. However, not bowing to the king and queen were crimes so who knows the extent of their wrongdoings.

The Seperatists did not separate after all. They were still followed by and outnumbered by loyalists of England as well as other religious affiliations, which did not agree with the strict pilgrims way of life. 

Wouldn’t it have been nice if every passenger, servant, and crew of the ship were all of one spiritual mind? From the beginning, they could have had a world of their own, to worship as they saw fit, without protest, mocking, or judgment. From the very beginning, they had to overcome obstacles as harsh as their homeland. Obstacle which got in the way of their glorification of our Lord. They were losing members of the congregation as fast as they were ministering and winning over others outside their band.  

150 years later, a group of men stood around a room in Philadelphia and placed their name on one of the most important documents of all time, the Declaration of Independence. These men represented 20 or so different religious beliefs including atheists and Horse Protestants, which was a Protestant who didn’t do much of anything.

Between 1620 and 1776, this country grew from North to South and the people represented nearly every kind of religion. It was only fitting that the representative men in Philadelphia be a representation of their spiritual (or non spiritual) brethren. 

The fact is, our forefathers were quite liberal regarding God on purpose so that there would be no religious state running the country. The majority of the forefathers were religious however they were tolerant of everyone believing how they wanted to believe. 

Article Six of the Constitution states that “no religious test shall ever be required as a qualification to any office or public trust under the United States”. This made the Quakers and Christians understandably furious. Some tried to change the wording to add that there would be no test other than the fact that there was one true God, the rewarder of the good and the punisher of evil! This change rejected. James Madison himself stressed that the government had to be for all walk as of life including religious preferences. 

The government was for the people and not of any supernatural being. Statesmen were voicing opinions against such a stand. Kentucky hit the nail on the head with the statement that this country was “confessedly a Christian nation” a fact sadly unacknowledged in the nation’s charter.

Our forefathers instead intended for this country to be that as a “state of nature” whatever that means. Our favorite characters such as Ben Franklin, James Madison, Thomas Jefferson and others started philosophical groups and studied zodiac signs to learn how to create the architecture of what we know as a country today. This is the true meaning of the separation of church and state. A purposeful act to remove religion from the formula when constructing the new world, to base our nation on science and philosophy, and business, lest all the people would not be fairly represented. 

I ask, did these men do their best? If hindsight were 20/20, or if they could get in a time machine and see the vileness of the modern United States, if they could see how pornography has more rights in this country than religion does, or the lack of morality among their own statesmen who lead our nation, do you think they would say they did their best?

I am as surprised as you may be, to find out such harsh truths of our hero’s. I am certainly not unpatriotic, and its because of my love of this free country that I must say these things. So we can learn. The founding fathers weren’t bad men. They believed in God in their own way. Much was written of God and His glorification in speeches, inauguration addresses, newly formed holidays, etc…

Ben Franklin wrote “ I have lived, Sir, a long time, and the longer I live, the more convincing proofs I see of this truth-that God governs in the affairs of men. And if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without His notice, is it probable that an empire can rise without His aid? 

And Washington said “ And let us with caution indulge the supposition that morality can be maintained without religion. Whatever may be conceded to the influence of refined education on minds of peculiar structure, reason and experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious people.

Funny, these men wrote these words at the end of their careers. Franklin was an elderly ailing man and Washington said what he said in his farewell address. They saw what the lack of religious morality can do to a tempted nation. 

In today’s reading, Paul writes to a young church just as the United States is a young country. Paul warns the people of Corinth to obey God. Recognizing God’s Holy character, to help the immature Corinthians to be mature. The importance of Godly doctrine. To be the very best they can be which will in turn glorify God. 

Corinth was unable to break free from its pagan worship and carnal lusts much like the new world inhabited by the Puritans could not break free from non believers and eventually, these United States could not help but be influenced by non believers. 

But there is good news. This nation has chance. The majority of the United States believe in God (in many different ways) and small pockets of faithful citizens can make a difference. We have a vote, we have a voice, and we have men like Paul to remind us we have a God. 

In everything we do, we must do our best. We must be at our best at home, at work, out on the town, wherever. 1 Cor 10: 31-33 “31 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. 32 Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of God— 33 even as I try to please everyone in every way. For I am not seeking my own good but the good of many, so that they may be saved.”

You wake up for the glory of God, putting on your slippers, do it for the glory of God, drive your car for the glory of God. You are not doing this for you. You should not be doing anything for you but for the glory of God. Even when you are on vacation and enjoying a great time with the family, or on a boat, or fishing, golfing, truly these are for your enjoyment but you are going to do them for the glory of God! 

Why? So others may be saved. Not because they are in the bathroom with you when you are brushing your teeth for the glory of God, but because you are practicing to remember where you came from. God created us and we owe Him everything. And if you do anything in the name of our Lord, you WILL be doing your best. There is no way you will do anything half way if you truly do it for God. 

Practice will then become habit, and habit will become a way of life. What you practice at home, you will practice in public. Someone will see you and you will save their life. 

We are just a young country like Corinth, probably the youngest country on God’s earth. Unless Jesus comes back soon we are going to be here at least for our lifetime. Let us also practice patriotism. There are still good men and women in government positions out there. And there are men and women in uniform fighting for something more than a philosophical ideal. They fight for families. There are clergy and missionaries representing our country bringing hope to countries who are not so fortunate.

There is good out there. But you must make a difference. You must be at your best, always. FOR THE GLORY OF GOD.
