All I Want For Christmas... Is Christmas
First some amazing Christmas facts...
Telesphorus, the second Bishop of Rome (125-136 AD) declared that public Church services should be held to celebrate "The Nativity of our Lord and Saviour." In 320 AD, Pope Julius I and other religious leaders specified 25 December as the official date of the birth of Jesus Christ. 

The common abbreviation for Christmas to Xmas is derived from the Greek alphabet. X is letter Chi, which is the first letter of Christ's name in the Greek alphabet.

A wreath with holly, red berries and other decorations began from at least the 17th century. Holly, with its sharply pointed leaves, symbolised the thorns in Christ's crown-of-thorns. Red berries symbolised the drops of Christ's blood. A wreath at Christmas signified a home that celebrated to birth of Christ.

Many Christmas customs are carryovers from pre-Christian celebrations. Hanging gifts on trees is supposed to stem from tree worship of the Druids, and the belief that the tree was the giver of all good things. The Druids are also partly responsible for the use of mistletoe at Christmastime. They regarded the mistletoe as sacred, made certain that it never touched the ground, and dedicated it to the Goddess of Love, which explains the kissing that goes on under it. Originally, when a boy kissed a girl, he plucked a berry from the cluster and presented it to her. When the berries were gone, so were the kisses.

Saint Boniface is said to have substituted a fir tree for the pagan oak in the eighth century as a symbol of faith. Martin Luther fostered the Christmas tree cult by using a candlelit tree as a symbol of Christ's heavenly home, while trees decorated with candles, fruit and paper flowers were introduced into Britain soon after Queen Victoria's marriage.

Hanging the Christmas stocking on the hearth on Christmas Eve in the hope that it will be filled with presents the next morning is a custom that goes back about 400 years. It derived from the custom in Holland of children placing wooden shoes next to the hearth the night before the arrival of St. Nicholas. The children would fill their shoes with straw and food for St Nicholas's for the donkey that carried the gifts. In exchange he would leave them a small gift such as small cakes, fruits and other gifts. Stockings were substituted for the shoes in Britain, most of Europe and in North America.

And here is true Christmas Spirit. At midnight on Christmas Eve 1914, firing from the German trenches suddenly stopped. A German brass band began playing Christmas carols. Early, Christmas morning, the German soldiers came out of their trenches, approaching the allied lines, calling "Merry Christmas". At first the allied soldiers thought it was a trick, but they soon climbed out of their trenches and shook hands with the German soldiers. The truce lasted a few days, and the men exchanged presents of cigarettes and plum puddings, sang carols and songs. They even played a game of Soccer.

As Christians, we hold dear Christmas day as a celebration of the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus. We all know that the day was actually a Pagan holiday which was "borrowed" in an effort to dissuade pagan rituals and instill Christian ones. And we know the birthdate was never December 25th; that was the Roman holiday for the birth of the Sun. 

If you trust astrology, a quick internet research will tell you of the ancient Jewish astrologers. Jewish astrologers maintained that when there was a joining of Saturn and Jupiter in Pisces, the Messiah would come. In ancient Jewish astrology, the constellation of Pisces was known as the House of Israel, the sign of the Messiah. Jupiter was the royal star of the house of David and Saturn was the protecting star of Israel, the Messiah's Star. Since the constellation of Pisces was the point in the heavens where the sun ended it's old course and began its new, it is understandable why this conjunction would be viewed as a sign of the beginning, or the sign of the Messiah. 

The most important discovery were tens of thousands of clay tablets from the school archives that dated from the Old Babylonian and Neo-Babylonian periods. In 1925, the German Scholar P. Schnabel found a note on the joining of Jupiter and Saturn in the constellation of Pisces. The position of Jupiter and Saturn, converged in Pisces, had been recorded over a period of five months in 7 B.C.E which coincides with the governor of Rome's forced census in Judea!! Calculations show that the conjunction was observable three times over the course of the year, May 29, October 3, and December 4. 



Using the records, he concluded that the actual birthdate of our Lord is 10 Tishri, 7 BC which is Oct 3rd. Which by the way was Yom Kippur, the Jewish Day of Atonement exactly. Of course this is his opinion and we will never know , nor should we care.

And for the kids, Saint Nikolas was a true historical character. The true story of Santa Claus begins with Nicholas, who was born during the third century. At the time the area he was born was Greek and is now on the southern coast of Turkey. Obeying Jesus' words to "sell what you own and give the money to the poor," Nicholas used his whole inheritance to assist the needy, the sick, and the suffering. He dedicated his life to serving God and was made bishop while still a young man. Bishop Nicholas became known throughout the land for his generosity to the those in need, and his love for children.

So although the day isn't exactly the true date of Jesus birth, our celebration of His birth, and the iconic saint who  could teach us all a thing or two about giving, is very true. But nowadays, there is a certain group who continue to challenge our tradition. Each year it gets worse. There's a funny story I heard on the radio. The host was actually at a Friendly's restaurant with his kids. Friendly's hired a man to come in to their stores and wish everyone a very Happy Holidays! The host ribbed the man a bit by answering back Merry Christmas! But the man could not. He was told only to say Happy Holidays! The only problem was, the man was dressed up as Santa Claus! So now even the avatar of Christmas himself, the poster child of Christmas events, and hero of every Christmas tv program that comes out in October can't say Merry Christmas! 

This is what we're dealing with. Don;t worry kids, Santa Claus is absolutely real. Saint nicholas of Greece was a good Christian man and he was filled with the Lord's Spirit. Santa lives because that same Christmas spirit Nicholas had is alive in each of us. They cannot take that away from us! Every time we are sent to the store with a fistful of money to get something forMom or Dad, the same spirit of Christmas is in you as it was with Santa. ITs funny how belief comes into this. Is there a correlation between people whose hearts are hardened against Jesus and what He represents and their poor attitudes and hopless lives, and the belief of the power Saint Nicholas, that is Santa Claus, gives us? Is one in the same Spirit that some people are just afraid to embrace? 

I for one will never lose my faith in Santa Claus no more than I will in Jesus Christ. My point is, if those people have such a problem with a traditional holiday celebrated around the world, let them have it back. Christmas started as a pagan holiday and it has returned to one. Other than the faithful Jewish and Jehova's Witnesses, everyone loves to take advantage of the day off thanks to the Federal government. Athiests, Agnostics, and Pagans all celebrate the same way we do, except for going to church.

So go ahead, let them just call it a Federal Holiday and take the day off and buy everyone a present, with no feelings or belief behind why they are treating family and friends with such kindness and charity. 

We celebrate the birth and death of Jesus everyday of the year and we will always have the same kind charitable feelings and actions towards our neighbors, friends and loved ones, especially those who are down trodden. Our actions celebrate Jesus command to be giving as well as celebrate the acts of Saint Nicholas. 

So give it back to the pagans, let them have a non-holy holiday. So the next time someone refuses to say Merry Christmas and wishes you a Happy Holiday, smile. By the way, holiday is a phrase taken from the word Holy Day. And then just say goodbye, which comes from God Be With You

